
by Jungwook Hong and Wang Lee

Korean
FOR

DUMmIES
‰

01_037188-ffirs.qxp  6/24/08  11:04 PM  Page i



01_037188-ffirs.qxp  6/24/08  11:04 PM  Page ii



by Jungwook Hong and Wang Lee

Korean
FOR

DUMmIES
‰

01_037188-ffirs.qxp  6/24/08  11:04 PM  Page i



Korean For Dummies®

Published by
Wiley Publishing, Inc.
111 River St.
Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774
www.wiley.com

Copyright © 2008 by Wiley Publishing, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana

Published simultaneously in Canada

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise, except as permit-
ted under Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without either the prior written
permission of the Publisher, or authorization through payment of the appropriate per-copy fee to the
Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, 978-750-8400, fax 978-646-8600.
Requests to the Publisher for permission should be addressed to the Legal Department, Wiley Publishing,
Inc., 10475 Crosspoint Blvd., Indianapolis, IN 46256, 317-572-3447, fax 317-572-4355, or online at http://
www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

Trademarks: Wiley, the Wiley Publishing logo, For Dummies, the Dummies Man logo, A Reference for the
Rest of Us!, The Dummies Way, Dummies Daily, The Fun and Easy Way, Dummies.com and related trade
dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc. and/or its affiliates in the United
States and other countries, and may not be used without written permission. All other trademarks are the
property of their respective owners. Wiley Publishing, Inc., is not associated with any product or vendor
mentioned in this book.

LIMIT OF LIABILITY/DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY: THE PUBLISHER AND THE AUTHOR MAKE NO REP-
RESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF THE
CONTENTS OF THIS WORK AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, INCLUDING WITHOUT
LIMITATION WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. NO WARRANTY MAY BE CRE-
ATED OR EXTENDED BY SALES OR PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS. THE ADVICE AND STRATEGIES CON-
TAINED HEREIN MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR EVERY SITUATION. THIS WORK IS SOLD WITH THE
UNDERSTANDING THAT THE PUBLISHER IS NOT ENGAGED IN RENDERING LEGAL, ACCOUNTING, OR
OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. IF PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE IS REQUIRED, THE SERVICES OF A
COMPETENT PROFESSIONAL PERSON SHOULD BE SOUGHT. NEITHER THE PUBLISHER NOR THE
AUTHOR SHALL BE LIABLE FOR DAMAGES ARISING HEREFROM. THE FACT THAT AN ORGANIZATION
OR WEBSITE IS REFERRED TO IN THIS WORK AS A CITATION AND/OR A POTENTIAL SOURCE OF FUR-
THER INFORMATION DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE AUTHOR OR THE PUBLISHER ENDORSES THE
INFORMATION THE ORGANIZATION OR WEBSITE MAY PROVIDE OR RECOMMENDATIONS IT MAY
MAKE. FURTHER, READERS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT INTERNET WEBSITES LISTED IN THIS WORK
MAY HAVE CHANGED OR DISAPPEARED BETWEEN WHEN THIS WORK WAS WRITTEN AND WHEN IT
IS READ.

For general information on our other products and services, please contact our Customer Care
Department within the U.S. at 800-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

For technical support, please visit www.wiley.com/techsupport.

Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats. Some content that appears in print may
not be available in electronic books.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2007925982

ISBN: 978-0-470-03718-8

Manufactured in the United States of America

10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1

01_037188-ffirs.qxp  6/24/08  11:04 PM  Page ii



About the Author
Wang Lee was born in Seoul, Korea, and he moved at an early age to the
Middle East. He spent two years in Kuwait and another six and a half in Saudi
Arabia. At the age of 13, he moved with his family to the United States and
has been there ever since. He graduated from Shimer College in 2000, with a
B.A. in Humanities. Since then, he’s been working as an interpreter and a
translator. He has worked for various school districts helping children with
disabilities and has worked as a translator in many different fields ranging
from the medical profession to the auto industry. He tutors Korean children
in English and writes in his spare time.

01_037188-ffirs.qxp  6/24/08  11:04 PM  Page iii



01_037188-ffirs.qxp  6/24/08  11:04 PM  Page iv



Dedication
This book is dedicated to my parents, Sang Gil and Tae Kyun Lee, and my
sister, Eun Jung. I am forever in their debt for all the love and support they
were kind enough to show. None of this would have been possible without
their help and guidance.

01_037188-ffirs.qxp  6/24/08  11:04 PM  Page v



Author’s Acknowledgments
When I was a little kid, I was fortunate enough to travel the world and live in
many different places. It had a large part in shaping the person that I became.
I was only three or four when my family moved to Kuwait. My sister, being a
couple years older than myself, attended school while we were there. She
went to a British school and I first learned English looking over her shoul-
ders. I didn’t learn to read then; I just memorized what she was reading and
correlated that with the pictures that were on the pages. Later, when my
family moved to Saudi Arabia, I continued to learn English from a British lady
named Mrs. Brodure. For the first few years of my English-speaking career, I
said things like “parcels” instead of “packages,” “bonnet” instead of “hood,”
“lift” instead of “elevator,” and the like.

When I moved to the States, I quickly learned that my bilingual skills were a
valuable asset. It was a very marketable skill, in fact. I quickly realized that
something that came quite naturally to me was something that many people
struggled with. I knew that I was fortunate to learn English at an early age,
which enabled me to communicate with perfect pronunciation and pass
myself off as a native speaker. Then, I would raise a few eyebrows by turning
around and speaking perfect Korean as well. My parents at home made sure I
spoke Korean very well.

So my first set of thanks goes out to my parents, who taught me Korean and
made sure I read and spoke it well. To my father, who always brought home a
Korean newspaper for me to read, and for my mother, who was always there
for me and pushed me to test my limits.

A most sincere thanks to my sister, Eun, and my brother-in-law, Jin Won Jung,
who helped me maintain my sanity while I was sick and in the hospital. A 
special thanks to my sister, without whom this project would not have been
possible.

To my nephew Miles, though he’s just 14 months old, he taught me to smile
and take delight in the little things, like pointing and laughing, and putting
things in your mouth.

To Mike Grossinger, for coming through for me time and time again, no
matter what I needed. He has been a sympathetic ear as well as a sounding
board for my ideas and rough translations, even though he doesn’t speak a
word of Korean.

01_037188-ffirs.qxp  6/24/08  11:04 PM  Page vi



To Eric Hoch, for fixing my computer when it was on the fritz and I was freak-
ing out, worried that I’d lost all my work. His calm patience and computer
repair skills saved my hide more than once.

To Tom Cyr, who was always there to help me take the edge off, who also
seemed to know exactly when I needed to take a break.

A sincere thanks goes out to Barb Doyen, my agent, who found this work for
me. Without her, I would have never been involved with the For Dummies
project and the fine folks at Wiley. I have to thank her also for having faith in
me even when I doubted myself. Her steadfastness, like fuel, allowed me to
keep going.

To Jennifer Connolly, my project manager, whose seemingly unending
patience I tested time and time again, with one delay after another, and who
was a tremendous help to me every step of the way.

To Stacy Kennedy, Acquisitions Editor at Wiley, who along with Jennifer,
showed an incredible amount of patience with me and stuck with me through
all the hassles, problems, and delays. I owe both of you a great deal of 
gratitude.

01_037188-ffirs.qxp  6/24/08  11:04 PM  Page vii



Publisher’s Acknowledgments
We’re proud of this book; please send us your comments through our Dummies online registration
form located at www.dummies.com/register/.

Some of the people who helped bring this book to market include the following:

Acquisitions, Editorial, and 
Media Development

Project Editors: Jennifer Connolly, 
Natalie Harris

Acquisitions Editor: Stacy Kennedy

Copy Editors: Jennifer Connolly, 
Sarah Faulkner

Technical Editors: Sung-Eun Won, Teresa Lee

Media Development Coordinator:
Jenny Swisher

Assistant Producer: Shawn Patrick

Quality Assurance: Angie Denny

Senior Editorial Manager: Jennifer Ehrlich

Editorial Supervisor: Carmen Krikorian

Media Development Manager:
Laura VanWinkle

Editorial Assistants: Erin Calligan Mooney, 
Joe Niesen, Jennette Einaggar, 
Leeann Harney, David Lutton

Cartoons: Rich Tennant
(www.the5thwave.com)

Composition Services

Project Coordinator: Patrick Redmond

Layout and Graphics: Claudia Bell, 
Melanee Habig, Stephanie D. Jumper

Proofreaders: Melissa Bronnenberg,
Mildred Rosenzweig, Amanda Steiner

Indexer: Joan K. Griffitts

Special Help: Constance Carlisle

Publishing and Editorial for Consumer Dummies

Diane Graves Steele, Vice President and Publisher, Consumer Dummies

Joyce Pepple, Acquisitions Director, Consumer Dummies

Kristin A. Cocks, Product Development Director, Consumer Dummies

Michael Spring, Vice President and Publisher, Travel

Kelly Regan, Editorial Director, Travel

Publishing for Technology Dummies

Andy Cummings, Vice President and Publisher, Dummies Technology/General User

Composition Services

Gerry Fahey, Vice President of Production Services

Debbie Stailey, Director of Composition Services

01_037188-ffirs.qxp  6/24/08  11:04 PM  Page viii



Contents at a Glance
Introduction .................................................................1

Part I: Getting Started ..................................................7
Chapter 1: Getting Down the Basics ................................................................................9
Chapter 2: The Nitty-Gritty: Basic Korean Grammar and Numbers...........................25
Chapter 3: Introductions and Greetings ........................................................................49

Part II: Korean in Action .............................................69
Chapter 4: Getting to Know You: Making Small Talk....................................................71
Chapter 5: Eating and Drinking.......................................................................................93
Chapter 6: Shopping Made Easy...................................................................................111
Chapter 7: Exploring the Town .....................................................................................125
Chapter 8: Enjoying Yourself: Recreation and Sports................................................139
Chapter 9: Making Connections: Phone, Mail, Fax, and Internet .............................151
Chapter 10: At the Office and Around the House.......................................................165

Part III: Korean on the Go .........................................189
Chapter 11: Money, Money, Money ..............................................................................191
Chapter 12: Asking Directions ......................................................................................203
Chapter 13: Staying at a Hotel.......................................................................................215
Chapter 14: Transportation ..........................................................................................233
Chapter 15: Planning a Trip...........................................................................................247
Chapter 16: Handling an Emergency............................................................................263

Part IV: The Part of Tens ...........................................277
Chapter 17: Ten Ways to Get a Quick Handle on Korean ..........................................279
Chapter 18: Ten Things to Avoid Doing in Korea .......................................................283
Chapter 19: Ten Favorite Korean Expressions............................................................289
Chapter 20: Ten Phrases That Make You Sound Korean ...........................................293

Part V: Appendixes ...................................................301
Appendix A: Korean Verbs ............................................................................................303
Appendix B: Mini-Dictionary.........................................................................................307
Appendix C: Answer Key ...............................................................................................331
Appendix D: On the CD..................................................................................................337

Index .......................................................................341

02_037188-ftoc.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page ix



02_037188-ftoc.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page x



Table of Contents
Introduction..................................................................1

About This Book...............................................................................................1
Conventions Used in This Book .....................................................................2
Foolish Assumptions .......................................................................................3
How This Book Is Organized...........................................................................3

Part I: Getting Started ............................................................................4
Part II: Korean in Action ........................................................................4
Part III: Korean on the Go ......................................................................4
Part IV: The Part of Tens........................................................................4
Part V: Appendixes.................................................................................4

Icons Used in This Book..................................................................................5
Where to Go From Here...................................................................................5

Part I: Getting Started...................................................7

Chapter 1: Getting Down the Basics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Getting the Basic Sounds ..............................................................................10
The Basic Vowel Sounds................................................................................10

Distinguishing among vowel sounds .................................................12
Pronouncing eu and ui.........................................................................12

The Basic Consonant Sounds .......................................................................13
Pronouncing jj, kk, pp, and tt..............................................................14
Telling the difference between s and ss ...........................................15
Pronouncing the Korean r,l sound .....................................................16
Muting consonants at the end of a syllable ......................................16

Sounding Fluent..............................................................................................17
Don’t stress ...........................................................................................17
Pronounce each syllable .....................................................................17
Speak in a steady rhythm ....................................................................18
Basic phrases........................................................................................18

Saying It with Body Language.......................................................................21
Beckoning ..............................................................................................21
Bowing ...................................................................................................21
Nodding .................................................................................................22
Shaking hands.......................................................................................22

Chapter 2: The Nitty-Gritty: Basic Korean Grammar and Numbers  . . .25
Speaking Politely ............................................................................................25
Knowing the Basic Parts of Speech .............................................................27

Nouns .....................................................................................................28
Pronouns ...............................................................................................29

02_037188-ftoc.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page xi



Verbs ......................................................................................................31
Adjectives..............................................................................................36
Suffixes...................................................................................................37
Adverbs..................................................................................................37
Particles.................................................................................................38

Asking Questions............................................................................................40
Counting Korean Style ...................................................................................41

Native Korean numbers.......................................................................42
Sino-Korean numbers...........................................................................43
Counters ................................................................................................44

Chapter 3: Introductions and Greetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49
Making Introductions.....................................................................................49

Greetings and salutations....................................................................50
Bowing and shaking hands..................................................................51
Getting formal or informal...................................................................51
Introducing yourself.............................................................................55
Introducing a friend or a peer.............................................................57
Introducing a senior or your parents.................................................58

Asking for Names ...........................................................................................61
Giving Thanks and Saying Sorry ..................................................................64
Saying Goodbye..............................................................................................65

Part II: Korean in Action..............................................69

Chapter 4: Getting to Know You: Making Small Talk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .71
Asking Questions with Essential Words and Formal Usages....................71
“Where Are You From?”.................................................................................73

Describing your home community.....................................................74
Talking about where someone lives ..................................................76
Discussing ethnicity and citizenship .................................................77

The Weather, the Seasons, and Everything In Between ............................80
Talking About Jobs and Occupations ..........................................................83
Describing the Members of Your Family .....................................................87
Exchanging Contact Information..................................................................90

Chapter 5: Eating and Drinking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93
Dig In! Let’s Eat! ..............................................................................................93

Understanding meal time ....................................................................94
Satisfying your hunger.........................................................................95
Sitting down to eat ...............................................................................95
Practicing good table manners...........................................................98

Korean For Dummies xii

02_037188-ftoc.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page xii



Getting to Know Korean Cuisine ..................................................................98
Popular dishes ......................................................................................99
Setting time for a meal .......................................................................100
Liking and disliking with adjectives .................................................100

Dining Out .....................................................................................................101
Understanding what’s on the menu .................................................101
Ordering at a restaurant ....................................................................102
Ordering at a roadside shop .............................................................103
Chatting with the waitstaff ................................................................106
Finding restrooms ..............................................................................106
Paying for your meal ..........................................................................106
Drinking, Korean style .......................................................................107

Chapter 6: Shopping Made Easy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .111
Navigating Stores .........................................................................................111

Visiting department stores, markets, and small shops .................112
Browsing around ................................................................................114
Asking for help....................................................................................115

Comparing Merchandise .............................................................................116
Comparing several items...................................................................117
Pointing out the best item.................................................................117

Shopping for Clothes ...................................................................................117
Checking for sizes ..............................................................................118
Asking about colors ...........................................................................119
Trying on clothes ...............................................................................120

Shopping for Specific Items ........................................................................121
Groceries .............................................................................................122
Electronics...........................................................................................122
Antiques and souvenirs.....................................................................122

All About Buying: Pricing, Bargaining, Purchasing, Refunding ..............123

Chapter 7: Exploring the Town  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .125
Knowing the Time and Day.........................................................................125

Days, weeks, months .........................................................................126
Telling time..........................................................................................126
Telling time relative to now...............................................................127

Exploring Fun Places ...................................................................................129
Visiting museums and galleries ........................................................130
Going to concerts, theatres, and performances.............................130
Korean films ........................................................................................130
Korean noraebang ..............................................................................132
Bar- and club-hopping .......................................................................134

Giving and Receiving Invitations................................................................135
Getting something started ................................................................135
Inviting your friends to your house .................................................136

xiiiTable of Contents

02_037188-ftoc.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page xiii



Chapter 8: Enjoying Yourself: Recreation and Sports  . . . . . . . . . . . . .139
Naming Your Hobbies ..................................................................................139
Exploring Nature ..........................................................................................142

Admiring and discovering the landscape........................................144
Korean seasons...................................................................................145

Talking about the Arts .................................................................................147
Playing Sports and Gaming.........................................................................148

Playing games .....................................................................................148
Gaming at a Korean PC bang.............................................................148

Chapter 9: Making Connections: Phone, Mail, Fax, and Internet  . . .151
Phoning Made Easy......................................................................................151

Finding a phone .................................................................................152
Making the call....................................................................................152
Asking for someone............................................................................155
Leaving a message..............................................................................157
Buying stamps ....................................................................................160
Asking for special services................................................................160

Sending a Fax ................................................................................................161
Looking for an Internet Connection...........................................................161

Chapter 10: At the Office and Around the House  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .165
Getting Down to Work..................................................................................166

Finding things at the office................................................................166
Using computers ................................................................................169
Finding people at the office...............................................................170
Asking for directions..........................................................................171

Attending Meetings......................................................................................173
Making introductions.........................................................................173
Speaking up in a meeting...................................................................173

Making the Rounds: Business Dinners ......................................................174
Drinking politely .................................................................................175
Declining drinks..................................................................................176

Making Yourself at Home ............................................................................176
The place where you live...................................................................176
The smallest room..............................................................................177

Visting Koreans at Home.............................................................................178
Taking the tour....................................................................................178
Chilling out ..........................................................................................179
Eating and drinking ............................................................................181
Staying over ........................................................................................184
Cleaning up..........................................................................................186

Korean For Dummies xiv

02_037188-ftoc.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page xiv



Part III: Korean on the Go..........................................189

Chapter 11: Money, Money, Money  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .191
Knowing Korean Currency ..........................................................................191
Changing Currency ......................................................................................192
Working the ATM..........................................................................................196
Paying for Your Purchases ..........................................................................197

Using cash ...........................................................................................197
Using plastic........................................................................................199
Using personal checks .......................................................................201

Chapter 12: Asking Directions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203
Asking for Directions ...................................................................................203

Finding your way with “where?”.......................................................204
Specifying which direction................................................................207
Specifying distance ...........................................................................209

Giving Directions..........................................................................................210
Referring to locations on the street .................................................210
Providing actions with directions ....................................................210
Making directions flow.......................................................................211

Chapter 13: Staying at a Hotel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .215
Sorting Out the Accommodation Options ................................................215

Traditional hotels ...............................................................................216
Motels ..................................................................................................216
Korean motels and B&Bs...................................................................217
Hostels .................................................................................................217
Saunas and public baths ...................................................................217

Finding Accommodations ...........................................................................218
Making Reservations ...................................................................................220

Asking for details................................................................................223
Checking out the room ......................................................................224

Complaining 101...........................................................................................226
Broken machinery ..............................................................................226
Noisy neighbors..................................................................................227
Other problems ..................................................................................228

Checking Out ................................................................................................228

Chapter 14: Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .233
Getting Around at the Airport ....................................................................233

Making it past the check-in counter.................................................234
Getting past Immigration and Customs...........................................238
Leaving the airport.............................................................................238

xvTable of Contents

02_037188-ftoc.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page xv



Getting Around Town...................................................................................239
Hailing a cab........................................................................................239
Taking a bus ........................................................................................240
Riding the subway..............................................................................240
Getting on the train ............................................................................244

Chapter 15: Planning a Trip  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .247
Picking a Good Time for Travel ..................................................................247

Checking out the seasons..................................................................247
Naming months and counting days .................................................248
Korean holidays..................................................................................252
Naming off the years ..........................................................................254
Specifying dates and times................................................................255

Choosing Your Destination .........................................................................256
Packing for Your Trip...................................................................................259
Getting the Help of a Travel Agency ..........................................................259

Chapter 16: Handling an Emergency  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .263
Shouting for Help ........................................................................................263
Calling the Police..........................................................................................264

Reporting an accident to the police.................................................264
Finding the lost and found ................................................................266

Getting Medical Help ...................................................................................267
Finding a doctor .................................................................................267
Describing what ails you ...................................................................269
Discussing your medical history......................................................272
Making a diagnosis .............................................................................272
Following the prescription ................................................................273

Getting Legal Help........................................................................................274

Part IV: The Part of Tens............................................277

Chapter 17: Ten Ways to Get a Quick Handle on Korean  . . . . . . . . . .279
Find Koreans (or Other Korean Speakers) Near You...............................279
Use Korean Language Tapes, CDs, and Other Multimedia Resources....280
Visit Korean Restaurants and Bars ............................................................280
Sing Korean Songs........................................................................................280
Watch Korean Movies ..................................................................................280
Watch Korean Drama...................................................................................281
Surf the Net for Korean Web Sites..............................................................281
Look Up Words in a Korean Dictionary.....................................................281
Make Korean Word and Phrase Lists.........................................................282
Go to Korea! ..................................................................................................282

Korean For Dummies xvi

02_037188-ftoc.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page xvi



Chapter 18: Ten Things to Avoid Doing in Korea  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .283
Bragging or Accepting Compliments.........................................................283
Making Someone Lose Face in Public........................................................284
Sitting or Eating Before the Seniors in the Group ....................................284
Calling Your Boss or Teachers by Their First Names..............................285
Saying “Ssi” After Your Own Name ............................................................285
Walking into a House with Your Shoes on.................................................285
Crossing Your Legs When You Sit ..............................................................286
Kissing in Public ...........................................................................................287
Taking the First “No, Thank You” Literally................................................287
Picking Up Your Rice Bowl and Using Your Spoon to Eat .......................287

Chapter 19: Ten Favorite Korean Expressions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .289
ppalli ..............................................................................................................289
gwaenchanayo..............................................................................................289
jeongmal, jinjja, cham..................................................................................290
a, geuraeyo....................................................................................................290
jamkkanmanyo .............................................................................................291
mwo haeyo....................................................................................................291
mollayo..........................................................................................................291
joayo ..............................................................................................................291
jal doetneyo ..................................................................................................292
jeoreon, ireon................................................................................................292

Chapter 20: Ten Phrases That Make You Sound Korean  . . . . . . . . . .293
akkapda .........................................................................................................293
eojjeol su eopgun .........................................................................................294
geureonde itjanayo ......................................................................................294
jom .................................................................................................................295
jjajeungnanda ...............................................................................................295
jukgetda.........................................................................................................296
kkeunnaejunda .............................................................................................297
neukkihada....................................................................................................297
siwonhada .....................................................................................................298
sugohaeyo .....................................................................................................299

Part V: Appendixes ....................................................301

Appendix A: Korean Verbs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .303

Appendix B: Mini-Dictionary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .307

xviiTable of Contents

02_037188-ftoc.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page xvii



Appendix C: Answer Key  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .331

Appendix D: On the CD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .337
Tracks on the CD..........................................................................................337
System Requirements..................................................................................340
Customer Care..............................................................................................340

Index........................................................................341

Korean For Dummies xviii

02_037188-ftoc.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page xviii



Introduction

You probably know more about Korean than you think you do. Maybe you
own a Korean-made cellphone or car. You may have had some Korean

food or watched a Korean film, and maybe you’ve even heard something
interesting about Korea in the news. But if you want to learn how to speak
Korean, you’re probably interested in speaking and interacting with Korean
people. Perhaps you’re doing business with a company in Korea, or perhaps
you’re planning to travel to Korea. Whatever the case, Korean For Dummies
will go a long way toward helping you get a handle on the Korean language.

Some people say that speakers of different languages perceive things differ-
ently. If that’s truly the case, perhaps learning a bit of Korean will help you
see things the way a Korean does. Regardless of whether the language
changes your perception, however, Koreans will perceive you differently
when you try speaking some Korean. Speaking their language will certainly
give them a good first impression! If you want to befriend people at school,
on the job, or while traveling, show them that you’re not only interested in
them, but also that you’re trying to understand and live by their culture.

Korean For Dummies helps you take those first steps toward understanding
some Korean and tells you about some Korean mannerisms. As with any-
thing, the first few steps can be the hardest to take, but they’re worthwhile.
After you make some friends using the Korean that you pick up from this
book, you’ll know that learning Korean is rewarding and fun!

About This Book
If you don’t like memorizing tables upon tables of grammatical rules and
declensions, or if you love it but don’t have much time, this book is for you.
Each chapter is organized so that you can look up and say a little something
in the many situations that you may encounter while shopping, traveling,
eating, and so on.

03_037188-intro.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page 1



Learn a few words and sentences as you go along through this book, and sur-
prise Koreans with a few well-placed phrases. Pick up this book when you
need it, and flip through the sections that you find useful. Each section has a
few phrases and cultural pointers that are meant to give Koreans a “Where
did you learn that from?” sort of reaction. And if you’re interested, you can
learn a few sentence structures that you can add to as you become more
comfortable with the language. The chapters are structured so that you can
take away the bits that you need when you need them, so get ready to learn
by speaking a little bit at a time as opposed to memorizing a whole lot at
once.

Conventions Used in This Book
I use a few conventions in this book to help your reading go smoothly:

� Web addresses appear in monofont.

� Korean terms are in boldface to make them stand out.

� Korean words are spelled out phonetically, so that you see how to 
pronounce them.

� Definitions, which are shown in parentheses, follow the phonetically
spelled Korean words the first time they appear in a section.

� Throughout the book, I give a nonliteral translation of the dialogues and
phrases and, when necessary, I add a literal translation to help you
better understand not only the phrase that you’re saying, but also how
and when to use it.

� Degrees of politeness are very important in Korean phrases. For impor-
tant sentences, the formal polite, informal polite, intimate, and plain
degrees of politeness are pointed out as necessary.

� Verb and adjective conjugations are given in the following order: 
dictionary stem and informal polite stem.

Anytime you’re learning a language, you want to reinforce the material that
you’re learning by putting your lessons in the correct context. I use the 
following elements to help you do just that:

� Talkin’ the Talk: These dialogues include bits and pieces of material
from each lesson. They put the material in a daily context and show you
the situations in which they may happen. Each dialogue has a brief intro-
duction to the scenario in which the conversation takes place and often

Korean For Dummies 2

03_037188-intro.qxp  6/24/08  11:05 PM  Page 2



includes cultural tidbits. Each dialogue has the Korean words spelled
out phonetically so that you can see their English pronunciations, so
reading through them should be a breeze. If they’re not so easy to read
at first, look for dialogues that have a CD icon next to them — you can
listen to those dialogues on the CD that comes with the book. In no time,
you’ll get the hang of speaking Korean!

� Words to Know: On the blackboards in this section, important words
are highlighted for you to have at your disposal. I include the informal
polite form of the verbs. (Chapter 2 has more information on verb forms
and their various endings.)

� Fun & Games: These sections include a few exercises to help jog your
memory and reinforce what you learn in the chapter. The exercises help
you gauge your performance, so make sure you give them a try.

Foolish Assumptions
Here are a few foolish assumptions that I made about you while writing this
book:

� You don’t know much Korean aside from a phrase or two that you
picked up from films or from your friends.

� You’re not planning to take a proficiency test any time soon, nor are you
trying to start translating literature or begin interpreting. All you want to
do is learn a few bits of Korean here and there in order to communicate
with some Koreans around you.

� You don’t want to wake up in a cold sweat after memorizing tables upon
tables of grammatical rules and conjugations.

� You want to have fun while learning Korean.

How This Book Is Organized
This book is organized thematically into four parts and a set of appendixes.
Each part focuses on a particular theme, such as shopping, introductions, or
eating out at a restaurant.

3Introduction
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Part I: Getting Started
This portion of the book introduces you to Korean pronunciation and gives
you an overview of basic Korean grammar. If you can, make sure that you go
through Part I carefully, because it will significantly help your understanding
of what’s happening throughout the rest of the book.

Part II: Korean in Action
Here, you begin learning Korean — and Korean culture — for everyday life.
Meeting someone? Eating? Shopping? Look through this section if you want
to look for information and expressions that you can use with your friends.

Part III: Korean on the Go
This part of the book gives you more task-specific expressions to use when
you want to travel. If you need to exchange currency, book a hotel room, or
ask for directions, go through this chapter.

Part IV: The Part of Tens
Even if you’re really strapped for time, you should go through Part IV. Here 
I include ten ways to learn Korean quickly, ten phrases to make you sound
more Korean, ten expressions that Koreans like to use, and ten things you
shouldn’t do in front of Koreans. These sections are short and easy to
remember, so go through them when you can.

Part V: Appendixes
This part contains various references that you may want to turn to while flip-
ping through the rest of the chapters. You can find verb tables that show the
conjugations of regular and irregular verbs, and a mini-dictionary for Korean-
to-English and English-to-Korean words. In addition, check the answers to the
Fun & Games sections at the end of each chapter, and look for the list of
tracks that appear on the audio CD.
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Icons Used in This Book
Throughout the book, I use icons in the margins and sidebars to help you find
information quickly. Here are the icons to look for:

This icon highlights tips that make learning Korean easier.

This icon is used to point out information that bears repeating and 
remembering.

Avoid saying or doing things that have this warning sign icon. It marks the
faux pas that you may make while speaking or interacting with Koreans.

Throughout the text, these icons mark bits about Korean culture and travel.

The audio CD that accompanies this book gives you a chance to listen to
native speakers of Korean. You may have a few Korean friends at your 
disposal to pronounce various phrases, but when they’re not there, use the
CD to learn Korean faster. This icon lets you know what’s on the CD.

Where to Go from Here
To get a sense of what’s going on behind the scenes in terms of grammar,
read Chapter 2. Korean grammar is very different from English grammar. I
don’t present all there is to know about Korean grammar, because that’s
beyond the scope of this book. You can, however, find enough grammar info
to figure out what’s going on and possibly figure out which words are playing
what role when you listen to your Korean friends.

Chapter 2 aside, listening and speaking are the focus of this book. And
although I try to provide you with as much information on specific topics as 
I can, the best way to learn is by trial and error. Learning a language involves
learning how to interact with people, and no book or language course — 
however well designed — can trump actual conversation with someone. Go
on and read a topic that strikes your fancy, listen to the audio CD, try using a
Korean phrase here and there, but most importantly try speaking with a
Korean speaker whenever you can. You’ll undoubtedly form friendships and
fond memories along the way.
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In this part . . .

If you’ve never been introduced to the Korean language
before now, this part is for you. You can become famil-

iar with Korean pronunciation and get an overview of
basic Korean grammar. Try to go through Part I carefully
because it lays the foundation for understanding the rest
of the book.
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Chapter 1

Getting Down the Basics
In This Chapter
� Sounding off with Korean phonetics

� Pronouncing the basic vowels and consonants

� Working on sounding fluent

� Practicing some Korean phrases

� Using Korean gestures

Surprising a woneomin (won-uh-min; native speaker) of Korea by perfectly
pronouncing a mungu (moon-goo; phrase or a munjang (moon-jang; sen-

tence) of their language can be jaemi (jae-mee; fun). And the purpose of this
chapter is to help you do exactly that. Here you will learn how to pronounce
Korean and get a hang of a few common haengdong (hang-dong; gestures). It
shouldn’t take long for you to begin fooling your Korean chingudeul (chin-
goo-deul; friends) into thinking that you’ve secretly been spending time mas-
tering the language.

Like unjeon (oon-jun; driving), riding a jajeongeo (ja-juhn-guh; bike) or
tightrope geotgi (gut-gee; walking), the only way to get better at pronouncing
Korean is by practicing. And the only way to fix your mistakes is by making
them. So in this chapter, I introduce words like chimdae (chim-dae; bed),
angyeoung (an-gyoung; eye glasses), chitsol (chi-sol; toothbrush), and keopi
(kuh-pee; coffee) so you can practice saying words throughout your daily rou-
tine, and also teach you some basic sentences and phrases so you can start
communicating in Korean. The more Korean you incorporate into your daily
routine and daehwa (dae-hwa; conversations) you have, the better your
understanding of Korean will become. Try to get a Korean friend to work with
you. Practicing accurate pronunciation will not only help you deutgi (deut-
gee; listen) and malhagi (mal-ha-gee; speak), but it will also win you brownie
points, as Koreans will think highly of you for taking the time to master the
finer points of their native language.

In the following sections, I present the sounds in their Romanized alphabeti-
cal order. Although it might take a while to get used to Korean sounds, there
are no new concepts to learn such as tone or pitch. 
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Getting the Basic Sounds
Korean, like English, is a phonetic eoneo (un-uh; language). Each character of
the Korean sseugi (sseu-gee; writing) system represents a sound, be it a vowel
or a consonant. Although Korean has its own writing system, Hangeul, learn-
ing Korean using Korean script will require that you learn various sound
change rules. So instead throughout this book, I will Romanize (write the
sounds of Korean out in English) Korean phonetics, or sounds, using the
English alphabet.

The Romanization method that I have chosen is the revised Romanization of
Korean approved by the Korean government in year 2000. Using Romanization,
I will write out how the characters sound so you can jump into conversation
immediately without learning these rules. In addition, I have also included the
pronunciation of the Korean words in brackets with English translation.

If you have the time, I highly recommend that you learn the Korean script,
Hangeul. Hangeul was developed in the mid 1400s by the King Sejong’s man-
date to create a writing system that could easily be learned by commoners.
Today, almost all of Korea relies on Hangeul for written communication, and
Romanization is used exclusively for foreigners. Learning Hangeul will give
you access to a wealth of online resources, so if you want to learn Korean
more effectively, make sure you eventually take the time to learn Korean
script.

Pronounce Korean words as though you are British, Scottish, or Australian
rather than an American. For example, pronounce an-gyeong as 
ahn-gyoung not an-gyoung. Pronounce the an as ahn rather than an.

The Basic Vowel Sounds
Every Korean consonant must be accompanied by a vowel. Sometimes a
group of vowels can form a word, as in the case of uyu (oo-yoo) which means
milk, and yeoyu (yuh-yoo) which means leisure/ease. You should have little
difficulty pronouncing most of the vowels, but some will sound almost indis-
tinguishable from one another, and some will simply be tricky to pronounce.

First, try going over the sounds listed in Table 1-1. Don’t worry if you have
trouble figuring out how to pronounce some of the sounds. I go over how to
distinguish and pronounce some of the trickier ones later in this chapter.
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Phonetically, ae and e are two different sounds. Hence, they should be distin-
guished as such, although their difference may be blurred by most native
speakers in causal speech.

Table 1-1 Vowel Sounds
Vowel English Word with the Sound Korean Word with the Sound

a ah-ha jadongcha (ja-dong-cha; car)

ae hand chaek (chaek; book)

e get gagye (ga-ge; store)

eo uh geoul (guh-ool; mirror)

eu gull oneul (o-neul; today)

i eat i (ee; teeth)

o so chitsol (chi-ssol; toothbrush)

oe wet hoesa (hwae-sa; company, corporation) 

u boo mul (mool ; water)

ui boy uija (ui-ja; chair)

wa water hwajangsil (hwa-jang-shil; bathroom)

wae wet wae (whae; why)

we wet wigyeyang (we-gae-yang; stomach ulcer)

wi we wiheom (wee-hum; danger)

wo won mwo (mwo; what)

ya yam chiyak (chi-yak; toothpaste)

yae yesterday yae (yae; that person; informal)

ye yeti jipye (jee-pae; dollar bills)

yeo yuck angyeong (an-gyoung; eye glasses)

yo yo yokjo (yog-jo; bathtub)

yu you hyusik (hyoo-sheeg; rest)

In Korean, pronounce a as ah (like spa) as in British English instead of ae
(like day) in U.S. English. 
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05_037188-ch01.qxp  6/24/08  11:06 PM  Page 11



Distinguishing among vowel sounds
Can Koreans tell the difference among the following three groups of sounds?

ae (sounds like the a in hand), e (sounds like the e in get), and 
oe (sounds like the o in hope)

The answer is ye (yae; yes) and aniyo (a-ni-yo; no). If native Korean speakers
were to anjas (an-ja; sit down) and split hairs over the bareum (ba-reum; pro-
nunciation) of the three groups of sounds, they most likely could. But for the
most part, especially in maeil (mae-ill; daily) conversation, they don’t. So do
not worry if you cannot distinguish between the sounds ae, e, and oe, because
most Koreans do not worry either. The only way to distinguish between them
is when you see them written down. Therefore, just by hearing them, most
Koreans cannot tell the difference between above sounds.

Try these examples:

wae (sound like the we in wet) waegeurae (wae-geu-rae; what is it)

oe (also sound like we in wet) oetori (wae-to-ree; alone)

yae (sound like ye in yeah) yaeya (yae-ya; hey, kid)

ye (sound like the ye in yesterday) ye (yae; yes)

As you can see with the pronunciations written in brackets, above words are
very difficult to distinguish just by hearing the words itself. It is more impor-
tant to listen to the words used in sentences.

Pronouncing eu and ui
The eu sound does not exist in English. Fortunately, it isn’t that eoryoepda
(uh-ryup-da; hard) to baeuda (bae-oo-da; learn). Imagine that a friend or a sib-
ling has hit you hard in the bae (bae; stomach) and you’ve just had the wind
knocked out of you. Most likely you’ll be clenching your i (ee; teeth) and
groaning. Keep imagining the pain that you are in, but now focus on your
groaning. Your teeth should be clenched tightly and your mom (mohm; body)
should be tense. Now, try groaning a few times, and focus on the sound that
you make. Keep your ip (eep; mouth) in the same position. Now try making a
clear sound while keeping your mouth in that same shape. 

The ui sound is a combination of the eu sound and the i sound. You start off
with an eu sound, then quickly shift into an i sound. It might have been easier
to remember if ui were written as eui, but I’d like you to learn standard
Romanization so just keep this in mind.

By this point, you should have the eu and ui sounds down. I hope that wasn’t
too painful.
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The Basic Consonant Sounds
Try saying the words ski, gas, and kid. You should notice that you let more air
out when you pronounce gas than when you do ski, and again that you let
even more air out when you say kid than you do when you say gas. Korean
pronunciation relies heavily on how much air you let out when you pro-
nounce consonants.

As you listen to the CD, try to focus on how much air is being let out for each
letter.

Table 1-2 lists some basic consonant sounds. Please note that when a same
consonant has two different sounds, I have bolded the consonant in question
to differentiate between examples being used. Note: The revised form of
Romanization no longer uses apostrophes. 

Table 1-2 Consonant Sounds
Consonant English Word with the Sound Korean Word with the Sound

ch chat chimdae (chim-dae; bed)

h hat haneul (ha-neul; sky)

j chose jigeum (jee-geum; now)

jj match jeo jjok (juh-jjok; that way)

k cap kal (kal; knife)

k,g kooky gukgi (gook-gee; national flag)

k,g good gilga (geel-ga; roadside)

kk ski kkeut (kkeut; end)

m mom meori (muh-ree; head)

n no namu (na-moo; tree)

ng sung sang (sang; table)

p pass pal (pal; arm)

b, p paper japida (ja-pee-da; get caught

b, p baby babo (ba-bo; dummy)

pp happy ppang (ppang; bread)

r, l roll ramyum (ra-myun; instant noodle) 

(continued)
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Table 1-2 (continued)
Consonant English Word with the Sound Korean Word with the Sound

s so sul (sool; alcohol)

ss boss ssal (ssal; rice)

t tada tada (ta-da; to burn or to ride
[depends on the context])

t, d tone datda (dat-da; to close)

t, d ed badak (ba-dag; floor)

tt star ttokttok (ttog-ttog; knock knock)

k, g and d, t are read as g and d before a vowel, as in gilga (geel-ga; street),
gagu (ga-goo; furniture), doldam (dol-dam; stone wall) and don (don; money),
and as k and t when followed by another consonant or form the final sound of
a word, as in dokdo (dok-do; dokdo island), yokjo (yog-jo; bathtub), chaek
(chaeg; books), geotda (guht-da; to walk) and datda (dat-da; to close).

The r,l sound differs in that it is pronounced as r before a vowel, as in baram
(ba-ram; wind), ramyun (ra-myun; instant noodles) and as l everywhere else
as in balral (bal-ral; energetic).

Pronouncing jj, kk, pp, and tt
Most people have little trouble pronouncing j and ch, but the jj sound is often
a source of frustration. To understand first how the jj sound is pronounced
(and later, the kk, pp, and tt sounds), try saying jazz, match, and champ. You
should notice that the ch sound has the most air coming out of your mouth
and j the next. It should seem as though you are trying to prevent any air
from coming out. For this reason, the j, ch, and also jj sounds are called
affricates. They are phonetically a combination of a stop and a fricative,
hence the term affricate, which involves a friction of airflow as well as the
obstruction of airflow at different stages of its production.

In fact, the jj, kk, pp, and tt sounds are actually stops of the ch, k, p, and t
sounds. So when you pronounce jj, kk, pp, and tt, try letting less air rush out
of your mouth than you would when you are saying ch, k, pp, and t. Try these
examples:
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chong (chong; gun)

jeojjok (juh-jjok; over there)

jjok-jii (jjok-jee; memo) 

kkeut (kkeud; end)

kkot (kkot; flower)

kong (kong; bean)

pal (pal; arm)

ppalli (ppal-li; fast)

ppang (ppang; bread)

tang (tang; bang)

ttang (ttang; ground)

tteok (tteog; rice cake)

Telling the difference between s and ss 
Again, the name of the game in pronouncing the s and ss sounds is airflow.
However, the defining characteristic of these two sounds is that they involve
hissing sounds when they are produced, hence their name ‘sibilant.’ The ss
sound involves more friction of airflow compared to the s sound. The s sound
in the words sound and cinema is like the Korean ss sound. Try saying the
words ssal (ssal; rice) and ssada (ssa-da: cheap).

On the other hand, the Korean s sound is closer to an English z sound com-
pared to the ss sound. But, s is quite different from z in English in that the
former is voiceless and the latter voiced. Try saying zada first, but then say
the z sound imagining that you’ve lost your voice. You should have an s
sound that is significantly softer, and also longer, than what you are used to.
If you have trouble differentiating the two, try pronouncing the s sound twice
as long as you would the ss sound. Try these examples:

ssal (ss-al; rice), sal (sal; skin)

ssada (ssa-da; cheap), sada (sa-da; buy)

One more thing to know about the s and the ss sound is that when they are
combined with an i sound, as si and ssi, they are read shi and sshi, as in these
examples:

ssi (sshi; Mr., Mrs., Miss), si (shi; poem)

15Chapter 1: Getting Down the Basics

05_037188-ch01.qxp  6/24/08  11:06 PM  Page 15



Pronouncing the Korean r,l sound
If you gullida (gool-lee-da; roll) your hyeo (hyuh; tongue) across the cheon-
jang (chun-jang; roof) of your mouth, you should notice a flat hard part near
the teeth and a ridge where you should notice an incline. When you say d as
in day and dog, or l as in lamb and log, your tongue stays on the hard part
near your i (ee; teeth). In the case of l in English, the tip of your tongue
touches the alveolar ridge, but when you pronounce an r sound as in run and
rock, the tip of your tongue stays behind the ridge on the roof of your mouth,
somewhere on the incline.

The key to pronouncing the Korean r,l sound is to keep only the tip of your
tongue on the ridge between the r and l sounds. If you have trouble pro-
nouncing the r,l sound, just think of it as the l sound pronounced by putting
the tip of your tongue on the ridge that I was talking about earlier. Try these
examples.

chitsol (chi-ssol; toothbrush)

hangari (hang-a-ree; jar, pot)

nara (na-ra; country)

pal (pal; arm)

ramyun (ra-myun; instant noodles)

uri (oo-ree; us, we)

Muting consonants at the end of a syllable
When Korean syllables or daneo (da-nuh; words) end in a g or a d sound,
Koreans will mute the g or d sound. More specifically speaking, syllable-final g
and d are unreleased sounds. When pronouncing these sounds, the airflow is
closed very rapidly. Koreans do this by not letting as much air rush out of
their mouths as they would when they would pronounce a g or a d sound at
the beginning of a syllable. As isanghan (ee-sang-han; strange) as this may
sound, even English speakers do this when they say the d in good morning.

For practice, try these examples (kkeut should sound a lot like good):

kkeut (kkeud; end)

chitsol (chi-ssol; toothbrush)

chaek (chaeg; book)

yok-jo (yog-jo; bathtub)

Part I: Getting Started 16

05_037188-ch01.qxp  6/24/08  11:06 PM  Page 16



hyu-sik (hyu-sheeg; rest)

jeojjok (juh-jjog; over there)

ttok-ttok (ttog-ttog; knock knock)

badak (ba-dag; floor)

Sounding Fluent
Once you have a grasp of the basic Korean sori (so-ree; sounds), mimicking 
the intonation, and cadence of a Korean speaker should take just a jogeum
(jo-geum; little) more work. But this does not mean that path to excellent
Korean pronunciation is one without yuhok (yoo-hok; temptations). In this
section, I provide three tips for mastering Korean pronunciation and making
your Korean sound even more natural.

Koreans use many English words on a daily basis. A few of them sound simi-
lar to the original English words but for others you might have to use your
imagination. Most of these words should be easy to memorize and help you
better understand Korean pronunciation.

Don’t stress
English words and sentences are full of stressed and unstressed syllables. For
example, the sentence “Ko-rean pro-nun-ci-a-tion is sim-ple” is stressed at
three points. The same sentence in Korean, “Hangugeo bareumeun swiwoyo
(han-goo-guh ba-reum-eun shee-wo-yo; Korean pronunciation is easy),” is said
with no stress at all. It is possible to emphasize a particular word in a sen-
tence by saying each syllable in that word cheoncheonhi (chun-chun-hee;
slowly) and keuge (keu-gae; loudly), but if you ever feel tempted to put stress
on a syllable within a word in Korean, resist.

Pronounce each syllable
In this book, I provide the Romanization for the Korean word and sentences,
then I write out how each word is pronounced breaking words up into sylla-
bles. Although it may be tempting read each syllable quickly, if you enunciate
each syllable clearly it will be easier for you to pronounce words accurately,
and easier for Koreans to understand you. Remember to speak like an
Australian or British person, such as pronouncing a as ah.
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Speak in a steady rhythm
At times, English sentences can sound like a waltz, a minuet, a serenade or
sometimes even like a jazz piece. This is all because speakers of English can
vary the rhythm of the words within a sentence. Although Koreans may raise
or lower the tone of their moksori (mok-so-ree; voices), the best rhythm of
Korean speech is a steady one, almost like a march. It might even help if you
clap your hands at a steady beat and pronounce each syllable as you clap.
Remember, if you feel the piryo (pee-ryo; need) to vary the rhythm of a
Korean sentence, resist.

Basic phrases
Table 1-3 provides some basic phrases that you can begin practicing now so
that even if you don’t sound fluent, you can show that you’re trying.

Table 1-3 Basic Korean Phrases
Korean Pronunciation Translation

cheoncheonhi chun-chun-hee Speak slowly please.
malhaejusaeyo mal-hae-joo-sae-yo

[some word] eui tteutsi [some word] eui tteut- shee What does [some word] 
hangugeoro/yeongeoro han-goo-guh-ro/ young- mean in Korean/English?
mwoyaeyo? uh-ro mwo-yae-yo?

[some word] eul [some word] rul ba-reum- Please pronounce [some 
bareumhae jusaeyo hae-joo-sae-yo word].
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Puzzling English words in Korean
Some English words have had their meanings
changed over the course of their assimilation
into the Korean language. Don’t be surprised
when you hear familiar English words used with
different meanings.

� Panties: Paen-tee does not only refer to
women’s underwear; it also refers to men’s
underwear. Do not get the wrong idea if

your male co-worker says he prefers boxer-
style sa-gag-paen-tee to briefs.

� Training: Choo-ree-ning does not mean
training. Instead, it refers to the gym pants
that you wear when you train.

� Villa: Beel-la is not a house in the countryside,
but a condominium or apartment complex.
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